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cosmopolitan outlook might have as their mottos, if not Our-
selves Alone! or Ourselves First, Last and All the Time!, at
any rate Ourselves Above All Others! Out of the hundred
titles mentioned by Sir John Lubbock, only seven belong to
modern continental literatures. He includes Sheridan and
Southey, but not Ariosto, Calderon or Schiller. He has Kings-
ley's Westward Ho! but ignores Balzac altogether. He
gravely ranks among the "Best Hundred" Gilbert White's
fragrant but minor Natural History of Selborne, and Smiles's
most edifying sermons on "rugged individualism/' Self-Help.
We surmise that he barely missed Martin Tupper's Proverbial
Philosophy. This aggravated provincialism must have caused
Matthew Arnold to smile or wince. But Sir John Lubbock was
not the worst offender in the group: Ruskin protested against
wasting one's time on any continental works. With the whole
field of French literature spread before him, Ruskin sought
entertainment in Gaboriau, an earlier and cruder Edgar Wal-
lace, and decided that such reading was futile. His excuse must
be the one Dr. Johnson so manfully offered for a wrong defi-
nition in his Dictionary: "Sheer ignorance, Madam."

This egocentric tendency is almost inevitable. Books in our
own language and in our own tradition are more accessible in
every sense: easier to buy, easier to understand. Let us ac-
knowledge the fact, and not feel obliged to limit our quota of
home-grown writers to one tenth of the total list, on the plea
that there are at least ten great literatures in the West. Noth-
ing that is profoundly human is provincial, even if it should
happen to have originated in our own village. Still, if we are
honestly seeking for "the best which has been thought and said
in the world," it does seem a pity to have Smiles foisted upon
us. There an international jury would be of assistance. We need
some outside authority to tell us whether Keble's Christian
'Year ranks among "the best Hundred Books in the world,"
or among the best Hundred for members of the Established
Church.

A Pan-European consensus might thus be reached. We be-